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Abstract

Translational science challenges biomedical 
researchers to establish broader collabora-
tions involving increasingly diverse data and 
scientific perspectives, with the goal of using 
basic research to advance clinical practices.  
Information tools - particularly interactive 
systems and visualizations - play a key role 
in this work,  helping researchers find other-
wise unknown collaborators from unfamiliar 
fields, and build connections between dispa-
rate data sets.
 The FaceBase Consortium is a group 
of research projects focusing on the syste-
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matic compilation of the genetics underlying 
human midfacial development. Our ongoing 
work on the FaceBase coordination and ma-
nagement hub (www.facebase.org) provides a 
case study of the informatics opportunities 
and challenges associated with translational 
bioinformatics. Preliminary work in user re-
quirements  analysis, visualization probes, 
and open technological questions will be dis-
cussed, with a focus on lessons learned to-
date and challenges anticipated in
the near future. 
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