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I. Context



Center-City, EEmpty Center

Quadrangular, reticulated cities (Los Angeles, for
instance) are said to produce a profound uneasiness: they
offend our synesthetic sentiment of the City, which requires
that any urban space have a center to go to, to return from,
a complete site to dream of and in relation to which to ad-
vance or retreat; in a word, to invent oneself. For many
reasons (historical, economic, religious, military), the West
has understood this law only too well: all its cities are con-
centric; but also, in accord with the very movement of West-
ern metaphysics, for which every center is the site of truth,
the center of our cities is always f«/l: a marked site, it is here
that the values of civilization are gathered and condensed:
spirituality (churches), power (offices), money (banks),
merchandise (department stores), language (agoras: cafés
and promenades) : to go downtown or to the center-city is to
encounter the social “truth,” to participate in the proud
plenitude of “reality.”

The city I am talking about (Tokyo) offers this precious
paradox: it does possess a center, but this center is empty. The
entire city turns around a site both forbidden and indifferent,
a residence concealed beneath foliage, protected by moats,
inhabited by an emperor who is never seen, which is to say,
literally, by no one knows who. Daily, in their rapid, ener-
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Essays in
Idleness
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= 3996 unique instances
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Kokatsuji

A visualization for
typographic forensics of
early japanese movable type
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- Allows for drag-and-drop
segment-to-cluster data manipulation

- Modified data can be downloaded and
saved for later use
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V. Conclusion

First visualization approach for typographic forensics of Kokatsuji
Future challenges:

N-gram level visualization

Multiple-book visualization

Demo available at

Dataset available at


http://kokatsuji.baltazarperez.com/demo
https://codh.rois.ac.jp/omt/
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